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EVENING POST Here's to another

80 years!
St Brendan's Rugby Club celebrate

a very special anniversary: Page 40
Wednesday, March 25, 2009
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Family heirloom: Mike
Read with his Bristol City
zhirt from the 1908 final

City's FA Cup
final shirt has |

pride of place |

by Steve Mellen

s.melen@ bepp.co.uk ==
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A FIECE of Bristol City history will be
onshow at the club wday as a fans'
group roll the clock back to times
whean the Rabins compatad with the
bast In the land.

This year marks the 100th
annivarsary of Clty's one and anfy FA
Cup final appearance, and one
Bristal residant is landing the
Supportars Trust a precious place of
famlly memorablla o help ensure
the occaslon ls a spaclal one.

Mike Read, 65, 18 more lkaly to ba
saan watehing Brietal Rughby than at
Ashlon Gate, but his grandfather
wrned cut Inthe 1804 final, which
Manehaster United wan 1-0 at
Crystal Palace In frant of 71,000
fans.

Fred Stanifarth, who played on
the right wing far Clty, made maore
than 140 appearances far the elub
— Including the final — and his
shirt has been passad down
through the famlly ever since.
@ Tum to Page 42

Robins to
plot 1909
revenge

BRISTOL City supporters
donned Edwardian bowler hats
and tweed suits yesterday to
launch the centenary
celebrations of the club’s 1909
FA Cup Final against
Manchester United.

Former City players Gerry
Sweeney and Paul Cheesley
turned out at Ashton Gate in the
kit worn by the sides at Crystal
Palace on April 24, 1909, and
lent their support to a rematch
being played on the 100th
anniversary, organised by the
Bristol City Supporters Trust and
sponsored by Blackthorn.

A team of City supporters will
take on their counterparts from
the Manchester United Trust at
the Crystal Palace National
Sports Centre. The two sides will
sport replica kits from the 1909
match and adhere to the rules of
the time — no subs.

BCST chairman Stuart Hendy
said: “"In 1909, Bristol City were
very much on a par with
Manchester United. We're proud
to celebrate this centenary.”
Fans can find out more about the
match at www.1909replayed.org.

BCST are keen to hear from
relatives of the 1909 team.
Contact Mark Tovey on 07810
441927,

Turning back the clock: Bristol City ex-players (from left) Gerry
Sweeney and Paul Cheesley model vintage kits that will be worn by
City and Manchester United fans in a commemorative match. Also
pictured are supporters Mark Tovey, far right, and Roger Smith,

sporting clothing from the early 1900s. Inset: The City side of 1909
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Most of the time it hangs in a
special frame on the wall of the
Reed household in Redland, but
today it will be at Ashton Gate as
the Supporters Trust outline their
plans for a one-off match
between fans of the two finalists
in 1909 to mark the anniversary.

The shirt — City wore blue that
day to avoid clashing with
United's red — wasn't always so

well protected. Reed recalls
running round Redcatch Park in
Knowle as a youngster wearing it
during kickabouts with his friends.

“| suppose to us as a family it
was more about my grandad
rather than the football. We knew
it was his shirt but the
significance didn't dawn on us.

It's only in the past few months as
the anniversary has approached

s :hat other people have started
asking about it.

“It's very small, and | think that

““might be due to it being shrunk in
the wash by my mather. It used to
be kept in a drawer at home but
about 10 years ago | took it down *
to Ashton Gate to see if they
wanted it.

“| took it in a Tesco carrier bag.
| don't think the lady behind the
desk could quite believe it.”

The club had it for a while but
due to concerns for its safety, it
wasn't kept at the stadium and
was moved around a fair bit.
Eventually it was decided Reed
should take it back.

Staniforth joined City from
Liverpool, and went on to play for
Grimsby. He passed away when
Reed was in his teens, and his

“ grandson, who now works as a
community nurse but was in the
RAF for 15 years, remembers him
as someone who rarely spoke
about his days as a footballer.

“He came back to this area
when his playing career was over

because he married a Bristol girl.
At one time he ran a pub in
Bedminster called the Rummer,
which is no longer there.

“We have toyed with the idea of
-selling the shirt once or twice but
I've never had it valued, and I've
got daughters and it's something
nice for them to see, to know their|
great-grandad was a professional
footballer. .

“We used to have the shoris as
well but | couldn’t say what
happened to them, they probably
just gave up the ghost.

“At the time of the final
Manchester United were top of
the league and City were second,
s0 it shows they had a decent
side then.”

Cuttings from the Bristol Evening Post on 25th & 26th March 2009 reporting on
the announcement of the 1909 Replayed event organised by Bristol City
Supporters’ Trust and MUST - the Manchester United Supporters’ Trust.

For more details see www. 190%replayed.org



